THE VIOLIN
OF TRANSMISSION

From Mirecourt to Menuhin, to a new Chapter in Israel.




In 1093, in Mirecourt, Alain Carbonare
created a violin that was presented to
Yehudi Menuhin during the Colmar
Festival, through Vladimir Spivakov.
A few hours later, the instrument was
played publicly on stage by the
virtuoso.

After Menuhin's passing, it
reappeared in the Sotheby's London
sale of 16 November 1999, dedicated to
his collection. This chain of evidence
- press coverage, photographs, a
handwritten letter and the sale
catalogue - gives the mstrument a
rare strength: that of a documented,
musical and living history.

The Manuhin Collestion

Important Instruments and Bows from
The Collection of the Late Lord Menuhin
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Colmar, July 1993

A Tew hours after 1ts
discovery, the violin leaves
the symbolic workshop and
enters the public space:
Yehudi Menuhin lets 1t be
heard on stage, at the heart
ol the Colmar Festival.
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La lutherie de Mirecourt
a Phonneur au festival

de musique de

Le festival dirigé par le céle-
bre vicloniste et chef dor-
chestre V. Spivakov en est a
sa 5° édition et chague annde,
il est dédié a un grand musi-
cien disparu.

La 1" édition fut dédiée a
Glenn Gould, la 2* a4 David
Distrack, la 3* 4 Orovitc, la 4" &
Jacqueline Duprez et cette
5' édition avait pour originalité
d'étre dédiée a un des pius
grands violonistes et musi-
ciens du XX' siécle non dis-
paru, Sir Yehudi Menuhin. Ce
citoyen du monde extraordi-
naire presque légendaire, est
entré une fois de plus dans
I'histoire au festival de Colmar.
Du haut de ses 77 ans, Yehudi
Menuhin a dirigé du 2 au
14 juillet avec une force
inouie, les plus grandes ceu-
vres et les grands orchestres.
Mais il n'y aura jamais de mot
pour exprimer |'‘émotion du
public lorsqu'au concert de
cloture, aprés avoir dirigé la
symphonie concertante de
Mozart brillamment interprétée
par V. Spivakov et Gerard
Causse, Yehudi Menuhin s'est
presenté sur scéne avec un
violon qui venait de Iui &tre
offert en hommage.

Il interpréta une pitce de
Gershwin accompagné de
V. Spivakov et les virtuoses de
Moscou: “Somebody love's
me”. Un moment incroyable.

Aprés ce morceau, e public
était debout et faisait trembler
les murs de I'église Saint-Ma-
thieu. Cette surprise venait de
provoquer une telle émotion
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La lutherie de Mirecourt

musique de Colmar.

que l'on pouvait voir les lar-
mes dans les yeux des centai-
nes de personnes.

Et nous apprenions par la
bouche de M. Spivakov que
ce violon qui venait de rece-
voir son baptéme du feu, avait
até fabriqué et terminé quel-
ques jours auparavant 4 Mire-
court par Alain Carbonare.

Colmar .

-

a4 'honneur au festival Ha

malftra luthier.

Cet événement est un hon-
neur pour la ville de Mirecourt
el ses luthiers, at comme
M. Menuhin I'a dit lui-méme
lors de la réception qui suivit
le concert: “La lutherie fran-
Gaise se porte bien"
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The press recounts the event and preserves its faces.
The Colmar Festival becomes the point of passage

where a violin made by a master violin maker from

Mirecourt acquires a public historical dimension.

Contemporary press articles and photographs.




English Translation

14 July 1993

“For the wonderful violin maker
Alain Carbonare, who, like all true
artist-creators, knows that only the
inspired can recognize genius.

Thank you for this beautiful violin
whose air carried the knowledge, a

L//;(/:Z o 7 /- ' few i.zours aga, and Which already
S guv 1T s de/‘,\ had its baptism of fire before the
MZ oML e e magnificent audience of Colmar this
Lo et A T / afternoon, during the final concert
Y et O of this extraordinary festival,

conducted by my dear colleague
Viadimir Spivakov™

Yehudi
Menuhin

- The handwritten letter, signed by
LA — 5 Yehudi Menuhin, consecrates the
% — instrument beyond 1ts simple invoice: 1t
CAA— makes 1t a recognized, played and
acknowledged violin.




Beyond the official documents.,
another trace remains: that of
the workshop. Photographs of
the instrument, details of the

croll, and the violin maker's
handwritten note. The violin is
not merely 1dentified; 1t 1s
inhabited by the memory of its
making.

It is this density artistic,
human and historical that
today makes 1t the flagship
piece of a future ensemble of
transmission
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Today preserved In Israel, this violin
opens a new chapter. The aim Is not
to turn it Into a souvenir, but to
continue a movement: to bring an
Instrument to life, to show It, to let it
be heard, and to place It at the heart
of a future work of transmission.

Around It, with discretion and
exacting standards, an international
foundation dedicated to the violin
may take shape: patronage, the
circulation of knowledge, instrument
loans, encounters, exhibitions,
concerts and education.

lts first vocation remains simple: to
transmit.
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An instrument fully exists only when il is playved. And passed on.
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